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Must Indiscriminate 
Become the Order of the Day 


T is very fitting that the in- 

creasing imprecision of war. 

asa means for righting wrong, 
should be reflected in the in- 
creasing imprecision of its 
weapons of destruction, which, 
in their explosive violence, re- 
quire so large a target to enable 
them to hit and knock sense out 
of the guilty heads at which 


they are aimed. That target is now 
mostly composed of those who had no 


pa neo npnderstanding at the pole before the desired objective is reached. 


cies which drew them into war; their, 
main responsibility being a too easy) 
trust in their government to do for 
them and their children what their 
government thought best. 

Unlike the deity apprehended by 
Jonah, who in his dealings with guilty 
Nineveh preferred pity to impre- 
cision, the God of modern warfare has 
none to spare for cities “wherein are 
more than six score thousand persons 
that cannot discern between their 
right hand and their left—-and also 
much cattle.” 

He delivers his impartial blessings 
from too great a height in the safe 
darkness of night to be able to pick 
and choose. If his droppings fall on 
a “military objective” he has scored 
a “bull’; and has done well: if only 
an “outer’’—a church, a hospital, or 
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These eteeteras must take their 
chance of what falls to them out of 
highest Heaven. 


NOT GENERALLY KNOWN 


The instruments from which these 
blind _shots are delivered fly so fast 
and so high that the bolt of death has 
to be loosed some two or three miles 


That is not generally known; so nei- 


“ther is the unavoidable imprecision 


of night-bombing generally known. 


And when our own air forces go 
out to bomb “military objectives’, 
most people remain complacently un- 
aware of how many are the chances 
that the military objective will be 
missed and the non-military objective 
—civilian life and property—brought 
down in ruin and destruction—even 
though we have not yet adopted “re- 
taliation” as a declared policy. 

Also (because these wide chances 
are not generally known), the destruc- 
tion here in our own cities, churches, 
and hospitals, is charged to the enemy 
as definitely aimed and intended; and 
it is not realized that, if it were, the 
skill and marksmanship of their night- 
bombers would be far greater than 
anything to which our own have yet 


On Saving a Nation’s Soul 


CYNICAL, or realistic, correspon- 
dent has put to us the simple 
question: Why did Mr. Churchill not 
congratulate Irak on having “saved 
its soul” by rebelling against British 
imperialism? We confess that we 
were a little shocked by the question. 
{t seemed to us to be going rather 
too far. Since we pride ourselves on 
our objectivity, it was salutary to be 
reminded that even after twenty-five 
vears of struggle toward it, we were 
still a good way from the goal. 


OQ wud some power the giftie gie us 
To see bdburselves as ithers see fs! 


That is the prayer of wisdom, or 
of Christianity. But it is a dangerous 
giftie to acquire. To have congratu- 
lated Irak on having “saved its soul” 
would have been to ask for trouble 
from the authorities. So it is per- 
haps fortunate that we are still only 
part of the way toward complete ob- 
jectivity; and that our vision is 
afflicted with more than a vestige of 
patriotic myopia. : 

However that may be, we have 
enough common sense to be sceptical 


of this national soul-saving_business, 
anyhow and anywhere. According to 
the British press, France has lost her 
soul; according to Marshal Pétain— 
who seems the better judge in such 
a matter—she has saved it. She is 
indeed engaged in saving it through 
accepting the bitter necessity of de- 
feat. This at least seems to us a 
tolerable conception, in some accord 
with what little knowledge of spiri- 
tual truth has been vouchsafed to us. 
In any case, it seems crass presump- 
tion on the part of Englishmen to 
pronounce whether France has _ lost 
her soul. Would we accept the judg- 
ment of Frenchmen on whether or not 
we had saved our own? Some of the 
malcontents among them point out 
that it is rather our body than our 
soul that we are so busily engaged 
in saving. 


Perhaps there are two small na- 
tions of which we might say, without 
an uncomfortable consciousness of 
rhetoric, that they have saved their 
souls in this war. One is Denmark, 
the other Greece. Most Englishmen 
would agree about Greece; only a 
small minority about Denmark. The 
Greeks fought bravely, against over- 
whelming odds, with the prospect of 
certain defeat before them. That 
Britons can appreciate, though they 
might not emulate. They do not 
appreciate the deliberate, nationally 
willed submission of Denmark to the 
colossal force of Germany. Yet it is 
probably the higher and more signific- 
ant achievement. That it is so is in- 
dicated by the fact that there ‘have 
appeared no ‘‘Quislings” in Denmark, 
and that the national solidarity ap- 
pears to be quite unbroken after a 
year of occupation. Greece is not so 
fortunate. 

We must not overstress this evi- 
dence. It is a moral catastrophe for 
a small country: when the King de- 
cides to abandon it. Nothing has con- 
tributed more to the maintenance of 
the national morale in Belgium than 
the decision of King Leopold to take 
the responsibility of surrender upon 
himself, and remain with his people. 
That .is the spiritual gesture; the de- 
cision to emigrate is the rhetorical 
one. 

Saving a nation’s soul is a subtle 
conception, at best; certainly far too 
delicate to have its wings bruised by 
parliamentary oratory or paid propa- 
ganda. One way of saving one’s 
soul should be unquestioned by those 
who profess to call themselves Chris- 
tians. There may be others. But 
this much is certain, for a nation to 
have done what the British Govern- 
ment would like it to do (or the 
German for that matter) will not be 
recognized as a valid claim that it 
has “saved its soul’’—in history, or 
in Heaven. 
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attained—an admission which nobody 
is at all ready to make. 

As an ingredient in the propa- 
ganda of hate, this imprecision of the 
modern warmachine is extremely 
valuable; and equally valuable is the 
general ignorance that, in our accept- 
ance:of modern warfare, it has be- 
come unavoidable. But what as paci- | 
fists we feel bound to question is whe- 
ther, this inevitable ingredient of de- 
structive imprecision does not make 
the acceptance of war as -a_ right 
remedy for wrong impossible to any- 
one of clear conscience, or-of decent 
mind—even if they are not Christians. | 


If it is no longer possible to sepa- | 
rate modern warfare from indiscrimi- 
nate slaughter, then, however much 
you may wish to avoid it, you do 
accept it as an inevitable part of the 
means you have chosen for gaining 
your end—military victory. 


STATEMENT OF FACT 


This is no mere pacifist argument; 
it is a statement of fact made by the 
then Prime Minister of this country, 
five or six years ago. The bomber: 
he said, would always get through. 
Therefore, in modern warfare, the 
only defence was in counter-attack. 
“And that means,” he went on to say, 
“that you must bomb more quickly 
and in larger numbers, whole popula- 
tions—men, women, and children.’ 


It was a stark warning before war 
had come upon us, partly as the re- 
sult of policies for which he was then 
responsible. It was an honest decla- 
ration that in modern, warfare whole- 
sale retaliation was the surest way 
to break down resistance. Ever since 
the war started, the public has been 
cossetted with the pretence that the 
marksmanship of our night-bombers 
is so good that nothing which could 
be called “retaliation’—the bombing 
of whole populations—has yet taken 
place. 

More and more that pretence is 
breaking down,.and retaliation is be- 
ing demanded as the only way to 
military victory. And even if not 
essential to that end, the vengeful de- 
mand for it may become so strong 
that the Government will have to 
yield to it; in which case the instruc- 
tion to-our airmen will be to make 
no further attempt at discrimination, 
but to bomb blindly the centres of 
population over which they fly. 

And when that is the order I would 
like to ask a certain Professor of 
Theology at Birmingham (who last 
week criticized as “half-hearted” a 
pacifism which refused to take part 
in this war for God and his righteous 
cause) whether he sees no difficulty, 
as a Christian, in telling our young 
airmen that in carrying out that 
order they will be doing an act so 
compatible with the mind of Christ 
that they may ask his blessing on it. 

I came today on this prayer of St. 
Francis of Assisi: “Great and glorious 
God and thou, Lord Jesus, shed thy 
light, I beseech thee, into the dark- 
ness of my mind, and so be found in 
me that I may do all things according 
to thy holy will.” . 


er 


for any airman, having prayed that 


out the order for indiscriminate 
bombing, which before the war is over 
may definitely be laid upon him? Is 
it indeed a “half-hearted pacifism” 
which refuses to believe that the will 
of God and the way to his Kingdom 


re 


means ? 


And I thought—would it be possible | 


prayer with a sincere heart, to carry- 


on earth can be brought about by such 


, Cretan happenings. 


Bombing 


4 A FINE ACHIEVEMENT 
. 


SHALL spend the next fortnight practising 

non-violent resistance toward my non- 
pacifist bees. They are temperamental creat- 
ures: there are days on which they loathe the 
colour of my not superabundant hair. How- 
ever, that’s another story. 

I feel a great gratitude toward the readers 
who have so loyaily supported Peace News 
during the past year. With their help °¥ am 
confident that we shall succeed in establishing 
that co-operative pacifist printing press and 
publishing house, without which the free ex- 
pression of pacifist opinion will be in unneces- 
sary jeopardy. £2,134 3s. 10d., toward it in 
twelve months is a fine achievement. 

Contributions for Jast week amounted to 
£44 17s. 6d. We ought to reach the third 
thousand by September 19. Let us see ta it 
that we do! While I am away, hunt up those 
treasures. (Donations include 10s. from S. 


H., Isle of Wight.) 
The Editor 


Please make all cheques, POa and money 

orders payable to Peace News Ltd and 

erossed “‘a/c Payee”, and addresa them 

te the Accountant, Peace News. 8 Black- 
ateck Road. Lomdon, N.4. 


Commentary 
Making History in 
Crete? 


Edited by ‘‘Observer”’ 


CRETE is a name to conjure with for 

the archaeologist and prehistor- 
ian. Perhaps the strange ultra- 
modern battle now raging there will 
be as epoch-making as some former 
But it is hard to 
see much hope of success for the Brit- 
ish arms. The overwhelming air- 
superiority of the Germans comes with 
something of a shock to a public en- 
couraged to believe that air-parity was 
in sight. And somehow the argument 


|that we have the aircraft but not the 
| aerodromes is unconvincing. 


“The 
Germans constructed an air-base in 
surprisingly short time on captured 
Melos” (Daily Express, May 26): we 
had more than half a year to establish 
one or more in Crete. 


But the simple fact that the battle 
is possible indicates that the concep- 
tion of sea-power needs radical re- 
thinking. Since it is one of our trad- 
itional British conceptions—although 
an American admiral gave it classical 
form—it has probably been harder for 
us to adjust to the new technological 
realities than for the Germans, who 
are late-comers into sea-warfare. In 
this sense, at least—as possibly por- 
tending a revolutionary upheaval of 
the British notion of sea-power—the 
battle of Crete may come to be reck- 
oned as one of “the decisive battles of 
the world.” 


America’s Part 


WILL: the effect of the naval 

"battle in the North Atlantic be 
to accelerate or retard American ‘‘par- 
ticipation” in the war—a matter about 
which there is much confusion here? 
The only commentator on affairs whe 
has put the position candidly is Mr. 
Hampden Jackson. He remarks that 
“the most mistaken view was taken, 
oddly enough, by the President’s son, 
James Roosevelt, who was reported to 
have said in Cairo that America is al- 
ready in the war in every respect ex- 
cept for the sending of troops.” 

In fact, there is a great dea} for America, 
to do before there need be any question ef 
“sending troops” or even of declaring war. 
America ig not yet convoying merchant 
ships; not yet stopping exports to Statea 
which trade with the Axis; not yet buying 
up materials which may otherwise find their 
way to Germany and Italy. She is not yet 
assuming responsibility for Allied interests 
in the Pacific; not yet freezing all Axis 
assets. There haa not yet been even that 
reorganization of American induatry whieh 
must be the prelude to any effective speed- 
up of supplies for Britain (Esatern Daily 
Presa, May 13) 
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A PACIFIST COMMENTARY .._—s*—i 


Isolationism is still a good deal 
stronger in USA than we care to‘ad- 
mit. Senator Vandenberg’s amend- 
ment to the Ship Seizure Bill, forbid- 
ding the direct transfer to Britain of 
requisitioned Axis ships, was defeated 
only by 43 to 38 votes in the Senate 
(Sunday Times, May 25). 


American Realities 


INCE writing the above, I have seen an 

article in The Times (Mdy 26), which 
is much more realistic than usual about 
America. It points out that the latest Gallup 
survey (April) showed that 4 out of 5 voters 
are against going into the war—preciscly the 
same proportion as a year ago. What has 
increased ia the number who believe that USA 
will be dragged into the war before it is over: 
these have increased from 46% to 82% in 7 
months. ‘The nation is acting as though it 
had all the time in the world to prepare its 
defence and even to help Britain. . . The epi- 
demic of strikes could hardly be worse if it 
had been brought about by fifth columnists.’? 


Some statistics compiled by Mr. Colin Clark 
indicate that only 8% of America's ‘economic 
potential” ia being spent on war-preparation 
ag compared with 50% in Germany and 48% 
in Britain (Times, May 24). W. R. Hearst’s 
New York Mirror asks ‘rather pertinently 
“Who would boss our war?” and points out 
that Mr. Churchill has ‘‘no very impressive 
records” aa a general or admiral, (News 
Chronicle, May 24). And it emerges that Sin- 
clair Lewis, the more famous husband of the 
much-publicized Dorothy Thompson, was a 
sponsor of the New York rally of the America 
First Committee, at which Senator Wheeler 
made a strong attack on Lord Halifax’s re- 
cent speeches as an abuse of diplomatic court- 
esy. 


—e. 


“Unlimited Emergency” 


RESIDENT Roosevelt's talk to the people 

(May 28) has added but one new concrete 
factor to the fluid situation: he has declared 
the situation to be one of “unlimited national 
emergeney,’"? whereby he is invested with al- 
most dictatorial powers—in theory. But we 
may be sure he will not try to use them 
against the trend of public sentiment. His 


talk will probably have done a good deal to 
assist that sentiment to a conviction of Ameri- 
ca’s danger. 


Russia 


HE obscurity of the policy of Soviet Russia 

has lately been clarified. The first act of 
Stalin, after assuming the Premiership, was 
to withdraw diplomatic recognition from Nor- 
way, Belgium and Yugoslavia and to give it 
to Irak. That gesture is an indication of open 
political collaboration with Germany, and is 
surely based on the opinion that Germany has 
ousted Britain in the Near East. Hard upon 
this came the news that Russia was sending 
neroplanes to Bagdad, and reports of a Russo- 
German understanding over Iran--a much 
more important source of oil-supply than Irak. 
Finally, there are reports of an impending 
Russo-German military alliance. 


These last are probably premature; but the 
evidence is pretty conclusive that Russia has 
finally decided upon a policy of definite collab- 
oration with( Germany in a realm which 
reaches from Sweden and Finland to the gates 
of India—and probably beyond. Those un- 
imaginative people who think we are entitled 
to anti-German heroics from France might 
put to themselves the simple question: If a 
powerful and undefeated Russia finds it ex- 
pedient to collaborate with Germany, what 


can be expected of a powerless and defeated 
France? 


Perfidy ? 


NSTEAD of becoming more reasonable 

about the French Government, we have be- 
come markedly more vituperative of “the per- 
fidy’” of Vichy. The dispassionate historian 
may find that the perfidy was rather on our 
side. Certainly, a more terrifying example of 
our lack of imagination would be hard to find. 
Marshal Petain's outburst to Admiral Leahy, 
quoted in The Times (May 21), contains the 
fact of the matter. 


What has Roosevelt, 3,000 miles away, 
done for me or what can he do for me, when 
I have the entire German army on my neck 
and no more than a gendarmerie of 10,000 
without a single machine gun? I um in the 
position of Leopold of Belgium. Why 
doesn’t the President ask Leopold to resist? 
I must think of 1,500,000 French youths in 
German prison camps and of my mission to 
get them out. 


‘ 


REGINALD REYNOLDS 


Who is for Liberty.? 


AKING as his “text” F. A. Ridley’s, Fascism—What is 
It?, Reginald Reynolds concluded the first part of this 
article last week by pointing out that “now that we are 
rapidly getting just what many socialists spent their lives 
fighting for’ the discovery is made that “whichever way we 


set out, we seem to reach the same end.” 


Britain is “racing 


to meet Russia and Germany on a common level—that of the 


totalitarian State.” 


Communism appeared superficially 
to be avoiding the errors of Social 


Democracy. Private ownership dis- 
appeared im land and factories, The 
workers were assured that they 
owned the means of production. But 


what constitutes “ownership” ? 


Over the heads of the soviets, as 
originally formed, grew the super- 
structure of the State, the new dic- 
tatorship that was to create a vast 
network of bureaucratic interests, as 
distinet from. those of the people as 
capitalist interests are distinct from 
wage-earning’ interests (indeed, more 
so; for under capitalism class inter- 
ests merge and are never clear-cut). 
The peasant was subordinated poli- 
tically to the industrial worker, the 
non-party worker to the Communist 
(no other party being allowed to 
exist) and the Communist took his 
orders from the Kremlin on pain of 
expulsion—in later days of far more 
drastic penalties. Once more “So- 
cialism” seems to have achieved 
little but Herbert Spencer’s “servile 
state.” 


Was it then so remarkable that 
Germany should have followed the 
same pattern, with a different choice 
of designers? Counter-revolution, 
says Ridley, “defeats the revolution 
by borrowing heavily from it.” 
Socialists had preached organization 
as the eure for waste and chaos in a 
rotten economic system: Hitler 
offered them organization and de- 
livered the goods. Socialists had been 
authoritarian, ‘either coming to terms 
with the bourgeois State (as the 
Social Democrats did) or preaching 
the “dictatorship of the proletariat.” 
This propaganda admirably prepared 
the way for the Nazis—for, after all, 
if you are going to trust somebody 
else with absolute power to do some- 
thing that you are too lazy to do for 
yourself, why not one-man as well as 
another? 


If there was to be a dictatorship, 
Hitler could bid higher than anyone, 
because he could afford the publicity. 
But Thyssen and the other optimists 
who paid the piper were to discover 


later that proverbs can lie—they 
could not call the tune. Thyssen was 
to go into exile; the industrialists 


were to find their profit secure, but 
curtailed. Most important of all, a 
new bureaucratic “class” was to 
arise, putting the old plutocracy into 
the shade. In the old capitalist 
society the shortest road to political 
power was the possession of wealth; 
in the new society of Hitler—and of 
Stalin—the shortest road to wealth 
was to be the possession of political 
power, That was the essence of the 


thing. 
COMMON GROUND 


Ridley sees these two systems— 
that of Hitler and ‘that of Stalin—as 


converging upon common ground 
from opposite poles. But why are 
they converging upon common 


ground? Why are we, too, rushing 
headlong to meet them’? Merely be- 
cause laissez faire was doomed and 
planned economy inevitable? Surely 
the answer is, because of these things 
and. because we all concentrated upon 
the speed of progress and not upon 
its direction. 

No-one who had given real thought 
to the problem of freedom and how 
to maintain it could have failed to 
see that the greater the collectiviza- 
tion of industry, the greater would be 
the threat to liberty, if power re- 
mained concentrated in a few hands. 
It was so easy to sneer at freedom 
as something abstract and slightly 
“bourgeois,” so obvious that food 
and wages were the proper subjects 
for demagogues. What nobody told the 
workers until it was téo late was that 
to throw away liberty is to throw 
away the key to your own bread- 
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I shall never fight the British voluntarily. 
The British have been magnificent; they 
have made superhuman efforts—but it is all 
folly. Admiral Leahy, as a sailor, what do 
you think of the British position in the Med- 
iterranean? As Ambassador, do you think 
your country can or will give the British 
sufficient help? I do not. We French think 

.in terms of continental policies, and the 
Germans are masters of the continent. 
True, our own Napoleon showed that con- 
quests are not lasting, but in the meantime 
we must accept facts, and make things us 
easy as possible for France. 


Those facts we disregard completely. The 
Times speaks of “the treacherous complicity” 
of the Vichy Government with Germany as 
being “entirely contrary to the spirit and letter 
of the armistice terms.” That is an_ extra- 
ordinary statement. One would think that the 
armistice was made between France and our- 
selves; and that we and not France and Ger- 
many had the right to interpret its terms. 


Abandoning Objectivity 


EHMIND this unworthy howl] of indignation 

against France (of which one day this 
country will be ashamed), I sense a near ap- 
proach to panic at the sudden and ominous 
turn taken by events- in the Near East. The 
war has reached a phase of such gravity shat 
the appearances of objective commentary 
upon it are being abandoned. 


To take a striking example the sinking 
of the “Hood was represented as an un- 
fortunate accident; it ‘blew up,” it was not 
“blown up.” Even the Daily Express, May 
26, had to protest against the language of the 
Admiralty communique. This distortion of the 
reality ig na doubt intended to prevent the 
depression of moral. And probably it is, in 
the main, successful in its aim. Even the ex- 
ceptional person igs prone to believe what he 
wants ta believe, and the mass-man is almost 
infinitely ecredulous. 


Labour’s “ Answer” 


GOOD example of the propensity of the 
exceptional man for wishful thinking is 
Mr. Harold Laski's commendation of the Lab- 
our Party’s recent declaration in Reynolds’ 
May 26. It is, Mr. Laski explains, the party's 
answer to Mr. Churchill’s plea for “traditional 
Britain.” 
The movement will have no truck with 
any peace which seekg accommodation with 
‘our enemics. But it says frankly that the 


22 
cupboard. Too late, they were to 
learn also that neither wages nor life 
itself can be called “secure” when the 
few have power to dispose of the life 
and wealth of the many. 

The Marxist analysis of society is 
shattered by two psychological facts. | 
One is that there are able and ruth- 
less men, fitting into no neat class 
category, who love power for its own 
sake as much as for anything they | 
may get out of it—of such are the) 
dictators, the bureaucrats, the new 
rulers of Europe and our imperialists. | 

{ 


And the other fact, making pos- 
sible such phenomena as fascism or 
present developments 
country, is the awful truth that 
people can still be persuaded to 
gamble on dictators rather than think 
‘for themselves. By the time they find | 
out what a fatal choice they have 
made, it is too late—the terrible cost 
is paid. 


in our own 


ONLY ONE CONCLUSION , 


time has come to deal with the causes of 
war, and that they can only be dealt with 
on 2 socialist basis. 


In the degree that Mr. Churchill grasps 
this central truth, he will find Labour re- 
sponsive; in the degree that he seeks ta 
maintain “traditional Britain’ he will prove 
only that a great war leader—-and he is a 
very great war leader—is denied the imagin- 
ative understanding that the building of 
peace requires. Vital inferences must be 
drawn from the choice he is led to make. 


It sounds very brave and bold. ‘Vital in- 
ferences!" Golly! Would Mr. Laski kindly 
earry courage a little further, and explain 
what the vital inferences might be? Would the 
Labour members leave the Government and 
clamour, like Mr. Emmanuel Shinwell, for 
bigger and better bomba for Berlin? The 
truth is that the Labour Party is powerless. 
Even Mr. Bevin is virtually superseded by 
Lord Beaverbrook’s appointment. The Labour 
Party wanted Mr. Churchill and got him. It 
is futile to cry for “Socialism now!" Even 
Sir Walter Citrine—no revolutignary—has to 
protest against the anti-socialism of Mr. Mar- 
rison's regulations (Express, May 24). 


Ulster 


T was inconceivable that the Government 
would adopt the irresponsible suggestion of 
the Ulster Government and impose conscrip- 
tion on Northern Ireland. As a really quick 
way of creating trouble and embarrassment 
for ourselves at a moment when we have more 
than enough it is probably *unexceptionable. 
Already, in that land of covenants, the Nat- 
ionalists have sworn,to resist it by every means 
compatible ‘‘with the law of God.” Since the 
Nationalists amount to one-third of the popu- 
lation of Ulster the dangers of such a measure 
are evident. Mr. Beattie, the leader of the 
Labour Group in the N. Ireland Parliament, 
has earnestly warned Mr. Churchill against it 
(Times, May 23). “If democracy means any- 
thing, the Ulster Government should test the 
feeling of the people in a Genera! Election. 
Everyone here knows what the answer would 
be.” Mr. Churchill heeded the warning. 


Night-Bombing 


3 
HE Government has (in reply to a ques- 
tion by Mr. Sorensen) returned a peremp- 

tory “No” to the proposal that night-bombing 

should be restricted by mutual agreement. 

Nevertheless, J have hopes that something may. 

he done, if not by explicit agreement, as a 

consequence ef the practica) realization that 

when the RAF severely bombs a German city, 

a British city suffers promptly afterwards. 


, Notably, of late the clamour for reprisals has 


Anyhow, | am glad to see that 
“Critic in the New Statesman inclines to 
support the proposal. But he thinks thut the 
difficulty has been that owing to our air in- 
feriority we have not been able to du damage 
to Germany on the scale of Germany's damage 
to us. (Though Mr. Greenwood assured the 
nation that our bombing did Germany fifty 
times the damage she did to us). But “Critic” 
goes on to make a dangerous suggestion. 

If the British can show that with Ameri- 
can help and the largest calibre hombs they 
ean now do damage on a similar scale to 
Germany, and then offer to forbear from 
bombing open towns if Germany will do the 
same, no harm can be done, since if Ger- 
many broke the pact we could start ugain 
at once, while in any case we should gain 
by putting the onus of refusal on Hitler. 
That opens the appalling prospect of a com- 

petition to decide who can do the more dam- 
age, which must go on till Britain is the win- 
ner, in order that her subsequent and hypo- 
thetical proposals to restrict bombing may not 
be attributed to weakness, but to magnanimity. 


dumationed. 


Responsible Criticism 


N the discussion of the arrangements for 
the debate in seeret session on the Min- 
istry of Supply, Mr. Churchill explained the 
procedure. ‘What we have to do is to tell 
the House all that can be told on these matters 
in secret session, und then the House will, ac- 
cording to whether it feels confidence or the 
reverse, convey assurance or alarm to the 
country.” That seems to be in direct con- 
flict with the regulation which makes it an 
offence tu cause “alarm or despondency. 
Inconsistencies of this kind are of course, 
inevitable: for what In really taking place is 
a fumbling effort to evolve a legally recogniz- 
able distinction between responsible and ir- 
responsible criticism.: The attempt to make 


| the distinction is full of difficulties; but since 


What conclusions can one draw? 
I would say that there is only one. 
We cannot too strongly emphasize 
the need for liberty, the meaning of 
liberty, the intimate connection be: | 
tween liberty and every other social | 
or political need. We cannot too zeal- | 
ously guard whatever liberty is left 
to us, press for the return of liberty | 
taken from us, and agitate for liberty | 
which we never yet possessed. Every | 
activity in which we engage should | 
be made a demonstration of how free 
people talk, act, and think, and one 
worthy of the subject. 

People already long for peace, and 
we shall once more be flogging the 
dead horse of Inevitability if we press 
for what is bound to come, sooner or- 
later. But peace, like collectivism, ' 
has at least two faces; and we do not 
yet know which she will show us— 
the slave peace that breeds’ new wars 
or the peace of free men and women, 
for whom the “occasion of all war” 
no longer exists. Q 


To show what freedom means and 
what it could bring to this diseased 
world, to replace with hope the 


despair and disillusionment on which 
future dictators feed, that is the 


greatest task before us, and more | 
than enough for our strength. 


it is'not impossible that it will become a per- 
manent principje in our future social organ- 
ization, it is immensely important that it 
should be carefully considered by the best 
judicial minds we have, in an atmasphere 
quite other than the panic which produced 


Regulation 18b. 
Unwelcome Invasion 


ZB IKE most people, I was under the 

impression (fostered by our pro-' 
paganda) that the British occupation 
of Iecland was welcomed by the Ice- 
landers. I was surprised to learn from 
a correspondent that it had been the 
subject of a vigorous protest from the 
Icelandic Government immediately 
after the arrival of the British troops. 
These are its terms:— 


Mr. Minister,—With reference to the 
events which took place early this morning. 
the occupation of Reykjavik, when Ice- 
land’s neutrality was grossly violated and 
the country’s freedom restricted, the Tee 
landic Government must point out that on 
the 11th of April Iast it formally in- 
formed the British Government, through 
the latter’s representative here, of the Ice- 
landic Government’s attitude to the British 
Government’s proposals to give Iceland mili- 
tary protection, and in accordance there- 
with the Icelandic Government protesta in 
the most forcible manner against the Bri- 
tish Army’s deed of violence. It iy ex- 
pected as a matter of course that the 
damage will be fully made good that is 
caused by this breach of Iceland’s legal 
rights ag a free and sovereign, neutral 
nation. 
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May 30, 1941 


A Fortnightly Commentary on 
PACIFIST SERVICE 


Holidays for 
Children 


(TRAVELLERS at a London railway 
terminus recently may have ob- 
served a cheerful party of East End 
children setting out on a journey. 
These were some of 2 number of Step- 
ney children .being taken out of Lon- 
don for short summer holidays in the 
country under a scheme worked out 
by pacifist groups. The 
spirits In this plan are Pacifist Service 
Unit leader Alec Kirkwood and ener- 
getic members of King’s Lynn PPU. 
Kirkwood finds the children in the 
“blitzed” areas wherein he is working 
and arranges for them to be escorted 
to King’s Lynn. There local pacifists 
put them up and look after them for a 
fortnight or three weeks. 
The first set of holidays is, alas, al- 
ready over. A new batch of children 


has been taken up while earlier holi- | 


day-makers return to gloomy Dock- 
land. I understand the scheme has 


definitely ‘‘caught on” in the King’s | 


Lynn and Norwich area and that many 
people, including some non-pacifists, 
are showing interest in it. It is hoped 
that some of the children may stay 
there as permanent evacuees. Maybe 
there are people in other parts of the 
country who would like to follow this 
example. Apart from the obvious 
benefits of health for children, it is an 
excellent chance for pacifists in town 
and country to co-operate. 


. . . 


Liverpool pacifists established a fine 
reputation by work done during and 
after the recent series of appallingly 
heavy raids there. The local PS Unit, 
composed of one full-time unit and 
seven “teams” of part-time volunteers 


numbering around 70 men and women | 
altogether, earned high praise from | 


public assistance officials in rest cen- 
tres and other services. A new 
system of “dispersal” centres was 
started under which, instead of hous- 


ing homeless in large halls and similar | 


buildings, which, if hit, probably 
meant heavy casualties, the PAC took 
over a number of empty houses to 
hold 20 or 30 men, women and children 


until fresh billets could be found for | 


them. 

Each house had two or three per- 
sons to run it. Uniteers took over 
some ten of these centres as well as a 
large temporary centre in a safe area 
on the outskirts of the town. The 
Unit HQ soon became an unofficial ad- 
vice bureau. Unit leader Jack Price 


and his Heutenant, sandy-haired Edgar | 


McCoy of Liverpool, were kept busy 
day and night directing bombed and 


homeless to the right authority for! 


dealing with their troubles, handing 
out clothes and driving aged and sick 
to stations for evacuation. Particular 
praise is due to Liverpool part-time 
* volunteers, men and women who give 
generously of their leisure to help the 
work of full-timers. Their valuable 
service should not be overlooked even 
though it may often not be so spect- 
acular as that of their full-time col- 
leagues. 

While handing out bouquets, I 
should like to record the deep impres- 
sion made on me by many of the Liver 
pool public assistance officials during 
the blitz. Their patience, kindliness 
and endurance under the most difficult 
conditions were an object lesson to 
pacifist practitioners of these virtues. 


Appeal: A group of East London 
pacifist relief workers had its head- 
quarters bombed during the last heavy 
“blitz.” As a result they have lost 
almost all their possessions and goods. 
they are in particular need of furni- 
ture—beds, chairs, a table—and china 
and crockery. 
sleeping on stretchers. | Will anyone 
help them either in cash or in kind, 
especially in kind? Any offers sent 
to me c/o Peace News will be passed 
on immediately and arrangements 
made for transport ete. As they say 
in business correspondence, “thanking 
you in anticipation.” 

C.F.D. 


leading | 


At present they are | 


PEACE NEWS 
P daa Of li i 
Eo oe 
apers on P.P.U. Policy 
Vy THEN the recent Annual Genera! Mecting of the Peace Pledge Union 
| discussed the whole question of the union’s policy it remitted the 
matter to the newly elected National Council for furiher consideration. 


At the council’s first meeting, on May 17 and 18. the subject was intro- 
duced by six ten-minute speeches from Bill Grindlay, Alex Miller, John 


Middleton Murry, Max Plowman, Andrew Stewart and Roy Walker. 


This 


is the first of them, and the others will be published in succeeding issues 


of Peace News. 


N a recent issue of Peace 

News, we were reminded that 

the Peace Pledge Union is a 
“confraternity of men and 
women who were moved as in- 
'dividuals to renounce war”; a 
“body of people who trust one 
another to do the thing within 
their power which most pro- 
motes the growth of a society 
in which war is really im- 
possible’. And the question was 
asked, whether the ground com- 
mon to such a_ confraternity 
could be translated into policy 
“at the level of politics’. 


It is a question significant of the 
' widespread retreat from our responsi- 
bilities. For the Peate Pledge Union 
is a political organization. It is poli- 
tical since we are concerned with the 
affairs of“men in the natural com- 
munity, with man and society, with 
this world and not the next; and it is 
an organization since we meet, not for 
the selfish ends of comfort and con- 
‘ solation, but because it is as a union 
that we can best serve the social ends 
which we desire. 


GROUF 


ili 
Pull Your Weight 
By JOHN BARCLAY 
HERE can be no hard and fast 


_._ standard against which groups or 
individuals can measure their capacity 
to give. There is no Boyle’s Law nor 
friendly Archimedes or Newton to in- 
vent one. There is only the know- 
ledge that everything is relative and 
that the onus is on ourselves. From 
/experience I have found that those 
who give the most are those who have 
least to give. This is magnificent but 
disturbing. Three letters on my desk 
| are typical of this attitude. Each en- 
closes a donation; each donation is 
/more than it should be in relation to 
'the income from which it comes. On 
the other hand, many members with 
large possessions have voluntarily re- 
; nounced them by their refusal to con- 
tinue working for the war machine. 
They have embraced poverty and by 
such action have stimulated and in- 
spired a thousand others. 


; responsibility for both financial and 
moral support. Unless this support 
is always forthcoming and willingly 
accepted, the weight of national re- 
sponsibility cannot be borne. Similar- 
ly the individual member has a private 
concein which is not absolved by his 
becoming a member of a group. A 
subscription to a group is part of one’s 
collective witness; the personal wit- 
ness ts constant and paramount. 

| The self-discipline necessary to live 
jaceording to the light within is so 
great that most of us fail. Without 
it no movement will survive. The 
fruit of such discipline is the willing- 
ness to sustain a greater burden than 
the purse allows. The PPU is rich 
,in this way, but needs the addition of 
greater wealth. To eath according to 
his means—and to the uttermost! 
Success will come only when the in- 
dividual is willing to bear on his own 
shoulders the weight sustained by the 
whole community. This sacrifice is 
demanded of us all—NOW. 


Teddington.—A residential area far enough 
ouf uf Town to be “seeluded’ is not an ideal 
| selling for pacifist thought. There is, how- 
ever, an active and critical group of the PPU 
working out the implications of its faith and 
Prepared to etand by the results. Last Tues- 
day evening I had to face a veritable barrage 
|of questions from honest critics. Their con- 
cern was for the general render of Peace 
News, and “Observer” was the nut they tried 
to crack. I have asked “Observer” to tackle 
the job himself. Local members should get. 
in touch with G. E. Barnett, 17, Connaught 
Road, Teddington, Middx. 

Crawley.—At a point high above Crawley, 
the local group-—-with visitors from Horshium 


The Peace Pledge Union is a politi- 
cal organization. If we give to the 
idea of “polities’’ and to the idea of 
“organization” higher and wider con- 


-hotations than they ‘possess for the 


man aecustomed only to the unreal 
activities of Whitehall and Transport 
House, that does not mean that we 
either reject or supersede those ideas. 

If, for example, dur conception of 
necessary “politics” is such that our 
“organization” takes the form of 
land community, then we remain a 
political organization. If we fail con- 
sciously to remain that, then we may 
become farmers, holiday-makers- 
escapists, cranks, or evacuees—but 
we do not become either saints or 
pioneers. 


TREMENDOUS STEP 


We are a_ political organization, 
called upon to face a political prob- 
lem. We owe our existence as a 
union to our common belief that the 
imminence of war was the central 
point, or perhaps the symbol, of the 
political problem. Our response to 
the challenge of that problem was the 
renunciation of war. More or less 
aware of what we did, we took that 
tremendous step. 


Only gradually did the implications 
of our action reveal themselves. As 


On each group there rests a definite’ 


my it] pooaenty SEDRDASHACTOEG SABE 
dl) I | B q 
ulhn huutf aucocdduaif 
and Horley—met to discuss with me ‘the fut- 
ure’! With the inspiration that comes from 
such a gathering and such a view, we tried 
to feel our way furward and decided that even 
greater inspiration would come from a county 
rally in a similar spot. They are going ahead 
with this idea and a date in July. 

Chesham used to have a population of about 
6,000. It has extended its walls to give sanc- 
tuary to nearly 14,000. The Chesham Group 
of the PPU meets in the secretary's house and 
it has a job of work to do. We talked over 
ways und means of making contact with so 
many non-pacifists, and especially the method 
of imaginative understanding and friendship. 
There was a good discussion and plenty of 
ideas. The secretary is Raymond Fryer, Nash- 
leigh House, Lycrome Road, Chesham. 

Cranbrook is completely isolated. The nu- 
cleus of the group is the Forestry Unit that 
works close by. The chief concern of such a 
group is for reading and study. It is inter- 
esting tq note that I sold 9s. worth of literature 
after the meeting and that the PPU study 
course has already been undertaken. Anyone 
in the neighbourhood should write to Charles 


Forward, 7, Camden ‘Terrace, The Common, 
Cranbrook, Kent. 
The Youth Service League (a national or- 


ganization for the removal of national and in- 
ternational barriers through service and 
friendship) is coming to life and the organizer, 
Geoffrey B. Pittock-Buss, has written ta me 
asking whether any PPU groups (primarily in 
London or the Wome Counties) would care for 
a gramophone recital with an international 
aspect. He would be quite willing to visit any 
group which liked the idea or to send another 
of his workers. The programmes would be 
classical to suit the taste of the group, with 
2 specially presented running commentary. 
Travelling expenses would be asked for plus a 
donation to the League funds. A gramophone 
would have to be provided by the group. 
Please write te G. B. Pittock-Buss, 50, Langley 
Way. West Wickham, Kent, if you ore inter- 


ested. 
J.B. 


Norwich.—The annual meeting of the 
group was held on April 7, and the following 
are the chief points in the secretary’s re 
port:—Most of the public propaganda work 
had stopped, publicity in the local press had 
completely stopped, and there had been no 
broadcast distribution of leaflets; the im- 
portance of meeting together for fellowship 
and strengthening faith had become greater; 
group meetings had been held regularly. A 
number of members attended a course of first 
nid Iectures, and gradually a way was open- 


ing towards forming a Pacifist Service Unit. 


in the city—a preliminary step being the 
formation of a firefighting squad at the 
Friends’ meeting house premises; several mem- 
bers respunded to the appeal for blood-donors 
at the Norfolk and Norwich Hospital. 

An oufftanding event of the year was the 
establishment, in conjunction with the FOR, 
FCO, and Society of Friends, of the Rack- 
heath Land Settlement. Three public meet- 
ings had been held during the year. The 
Bulletin had been published regularly. The 
chief interest of the group had been in fol- 
lowing the difficulties and trials of the many 
members who had had to go before tribunals. 

Muswe}l Flill Group held its annual meeting 
on May 21, at which there was e good attend-, 
ance. It was decided for the immediate 
future to meet fortnightly on Wednesdays at 
8 p.m. starting June 4, at the Friends’ Meet- 
ing House, Cranley Gardens, N.16. All 
friends are welcome. 

Finchley has been addressed on the work 
of the Pacifist Service Units, which have just 
celebrated their first anniversary. Nancy 
Y. F. Richardson was the speaker and a col- 
lection for the units realized £1 188. 7d. 


4 
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they did, many of us accepted the need 
for attempts at more conscientious 
living. As the extent to which war 
was an integral part of modern so- 
ciety became recognized, so did we 
develop the thought of the Bond of 
Peace literature and the living experi- 
ments of land community. 

But the political problem remains. 
Renunciation of war could not mean 
renunelativ: of the duty to give some 
direct reply to the immediate prob- 
lems’ of our society. 

The political problem is terribly 
complex. We escape its complexities 
in two ways. There are those among 
us who, with various degrees of in- 
teHNectualism, stress the “spiritual” 
eontent of the pacifist faith. “In- 
ward, therefore spiritual’? was reite- 
rated at the AGM. it is a fallacy 
which would deify my kidneys as wel) 
as my lusts. “Spiritual, therefore 
good” would validate the cultus of 
Hitler’s paganism. 

Pacifism is not. a religion. Our 
attempt to make it one is the last 
retreat of that liberal theology which 
in Germany fell so easily before the 
political promises of the Nazis. We 
should do well to remember that there 
is a direct line of development be- 
tween Adolf Harnack’s glorification 
of man and Adolf Hitler’s deification 
of the German man.... 


BETRAYAL OF TRUST 


We also escape the complexities of 
the political problem when we recog- 
nize that it is political but deny that 
it is complex. The over-simplification 
of the democrat who believes peace- 
negotiation an easy thing; or of the 
socialist who offers an analysis fifty 
years outdated—this is as great a be- 
trayal of our trust as the spiritual 
retreat which says “Pacifism is Re- 
ligion’’. Both are naive; both are un- 
real; both are desperate attempts to 
believe that the world is a pleasant, 
friendly place. 

Our willingness to examine the 
deeper implications of the pacifist 
position and the deeper problems of 
society do not absolve us from the 
obligation to speak to the immediate 
situation. We must say two things 


We must speak and act against the 
moral degeneration which is part of 
the process of war—the bitterness, 
the anger, and the fearful cry for re- 
venge. We must denounce the cir 
cumstances wherein men in Europe 
can find no scope for their humanity. 
We must say, indeed, that war is the 
natural ccndition of modern society 
—the reductio ad absurdum of the be- 
liefs of twentieth century Europe. 
But we must say too that modern war 
is not the natural condition of moderm 
man, and that he accepts it only af} 
the cost of his manhood. 

Thus we may agitate against block- 
ade, reprisals, night-bombing, remem- 
bering that our position remains one 
of total opposition to total war, and 
not deceiving ourselves that we have 
any hope of ending the specific evils 
we speak against; but remembering 
too that we are the conscience of the 
community, and that we must not 
cease to prick. 


THE LESSER EVIL 


And we must speak politically, in 
the relative sphere of human politics, 
we have, now as always, to choose 
the lesser of two evils, and honowr- 
ably to support the bad against the 
worse. We cannot avoid the most ob- 
vious implication of the pledge; we 
cannot philosophize out of the obliga- 
tion to demand the lesser evil of peace 
negotiation rather than the greater 
evil of war. 

We should not cloud the issue. We 
should not give as our prime reason 
that the peace of modern statesmen 
is the necessary prelude to the truer 
peace we hope to build. We may be 
glad that at this point in history, 
negotiation would appear to the non- 
pacifist realist as sound statesman- 
ship. But we must continue to make 
an unconditional and unqualified de- 
mand for immediate negotiation. 

If in our conscience we cannot as a 
body do this thing to which as indi 
viduals we committed ourselves when 
we signed the pledge, then the ques- 
tion presses whether we have any 
right to continue as a union founded 
explicitly on that basis. 


W.J.S.N. GRINDLAY 


NEWS o0 


Political Research | 
as Condition | 


A TRIBUNAL decision of unusual 
: interest has recently been given 
which implicitly recognizes political 
and research work as having social 
value. By it a man has been reg- 
istered by the Appellate Tribunal as a 
conscientious objector on condition | 
that he continues in his occupation of 
work for a federation of States after 
the war and does part-time ARP, am- 
bulance or social work. 


The case of Roy Walker, a member of the 
ataff of the Peace Pledge Union who was 
elected Lo the National Council at the union's 
recent Annual General Meeting, was called at 
the Appellate Tribunal on May 20. Sum- 
monses to attend ‘a local tribunal in October 
had not been received, and the local tribunal 
placed Roy Walker on the militury service | 
register. An opportunity to appeal was offered | 
when the circumstances becume known and 
was accepted on the understanding that Roy 
Walker was not appealing jn the statutory 
sense but expressing willingness to attend the 
tribunal. But although the case was catled 
in these circumstances it was at once dis- 
qualified without a hearing. 


& * * 


The Daily Herald reported on Saturday that 
“Croydon Borough Council is being recom- 
mended by its Establishment Committee to pay 
war allowances te employees registered as con- 
scientious objectors, but liable under the new 
National Service Act to be called up for civil 
defence.” 

* * * 


Men born in 1901 are to register at Labour 
Exchanges for nationa] service tomorrow. 
When those born in 1902 registered on May 
17 there were only 1,029 (a smaller percentage 
of the total than ever) who registered ag COs. 
The total so registered was thus brought up 
to 68,322. 


* 


In view of the publication of two 
or three letters in The Times recently 
making more or less violent attacks 
on the conduct of conscientious ob- 
jectors. working on the land, it is 
worth noting that the following was. 
published by that paper (with equal 
“prominence’’), on May 20: 


It appears only fair that it should be put 
on record that the conscientious objectors 


PEACE NEWS 


f C.0O.s 


In Occupied Jersey 


PHE Pacifist Service Bureau has re- 

ceived, through Mr. A. L. Moon, 
the following message from Mr. Flinn, 
who was responsible for all the ar- 
rangements connected with the COs 
who went to Jersey through the Bur- 
eau: 

Convey to all 


| 
t 


concerned we are all well 
and maintaining and looking after group. 

Inform Mrs. Richardson no need to worry. 

All good wishes. 

The PSB has circulated all parents 
with whom they are in touch telling 
them of this message, and many of 
them have replied that they them- 
selves have had answers to their per- 
sonal letters. The sum total of infor- 
mation seems to be that conditions are 
reasonably good on the island and 
most of them have work they like. 


Christian Bomb? 


The following incident, which oc- 
curred during War Weapona Week in 
Camberwell,-is, I think, worthy of your 
publicity. 

The celebrations included the dis- 
play of a large imitation bomb, which j 
was paraded round the streets on the 
top of a stretcher car until, for some 
reason, it was removed and deposited 
in front of the ruins of the bombed 
Conservative Club. Thus it remained 
on view on a site almost facing the 
Town Hall. 

Mysteriously, during the night, I, 
fancy, there appeared across _ its 
streamlined body the inscription 
“Christian Bomb?” painted in large 
black letters. 

The sponsors of the demonstration 
covered up the inscription by pinning 
on a poster. This however was not 
quite large enough to cover the ques- 
tion mark as well, the result reading, | 
Lend To The Limit? During the fol- 
lowing night even this was ripped off, 
leaving the original inseription ex- 
posed to view—-challenged only by the 
six drawing pins now bereft of their 
poster. 

News of the incident seems to have 


employed by Lancashire War Agricultura) 
Executive Committee have worked we}! and 
willingly during the four months that they 
have been employed. My committee at 
present has 45 in its employ, this being the 
total number ,of conscientious objectors 
available in the county. As more come 
forward from the tribunals they are ab- 
sorbed. It is not easy to understand why 
difficulty has arisen in employing these men 
in other cases, but very much depends upon 
the attitude adopted by foremen who are | 
put in charge of the men. » 


The letter was signed by Mr. C.| 
Porteous, Labour Officer of the County 
Institute of Agriculture, Hutton, Pres- 
ton, Lancs. 


The RAMC is no longer open to conscient- 
ious objectors, unless they have special quali-* 
fications, it was stated at the Appellate 
Tribunal at Cardiff on May 21. The chairman 
stated that there were other branches of non- 
combatant service in the Army available to 
conscientious objectors. 


J.W.C 


At the time of going to press, John 
Cowling is on a tour of groups in the 
Midlands and North. His circulation 
notes will appear next week. = (Last 
week, by the way, his initials took 
French leave and went on a tour into 
an adjacent article!) 
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spread, and the “Christian Bomb” has ! 
become the object of many a pilgrim- 
age by those wishing to inspect for 
themselves this timely challenge 
written by an unknown hand. 

G.W.N. | 


ithe Year Book to the notice of local 
‘branches and correspondents. 


Bridaim and 
Bombing 


] HAVE been reading Peace News of 
May 23, enjoying, as always, your 
splendid leader (this one on Hess is 
inspired) and your well-informed com- 
ments on the inevitable Franco-Ger- 
man co-operation (by the way, our co- 
operation with Germany has already 
become just as inevitable, only there 
is not a Marshal Petain to be found 
anywhere!)—when suddenly. I was 
jerked into injured astonishment at 
the report of Lord Simon’s speech 
(House of Lords, May 6). It is—well, 
simply incredible. 
I am writing mainly to quote this 
revealing extract from Londonderry’s 
speech in the House of Lords on May 


22,1935. Here it is: 
In 1932 the Disarmament Conference as- 
sembled and almost all its earliest docu- 


ments centred round the possibility of the 
total abolition of air forces. I had the ut- 
most difficulty amid the popular outcry in 
Preserving the use of the bombing aero- 
plane, even on the frontiers of the Middle 
East and India. 


Secondly, in a speech on February 
11, 1938, Dr. Dalton spoke as follows, 
on the first debate of the Disarmament 


Conference: 
Italy proposed the abolition of all bomb- 
ing aeroplanes. Germany. Russia, and other 


Peace Year Book 


The National Peace Council an- 
nounces the publication of the 1941 
Supplement to the Peace Year Book— 
containing directories of peace and 
kindred organizations in Great Brit- 
ain, bibliographies of publications on 
peace and international questions, and 
a press directory. 

The book is an essential reference 
work for those actively associated 
with progressive movements of all 
kinds. Secretaries of organizations 
are urged to order their copies at the 
earliest moment and to take any op-} 
portunities which occur /of bringing | 


be obtained for 9d. 
from the National | 
89, Victoria Street, 


Copies may 


(postage 14d.) 
Peace Council, 
London, S.W.1. 


liberate 


: 


States supported. In June President Hoover 
definitely came out in favour of the idea. 
From the first Sir John Simon and Lord 
Londonderry resisted and obstructed; and 
on July 7, Lord Baldwin, on behalf of the 
Government, opposed the abolition, and pre- 
posed instead that limits should he defined 
within which air bombing should be tegiti- 
mate, 


I do hope you will be able to give 
space to this exposure of what cannot 
but be regarded as Lord Simon’s de- 
perversion and falsehood. 
Such an exposure deserves as wide a 
circulation as possible. 

And we say we cannot trust Hitler 


JOHN HWiIGHET 
31, Dundrennan Road, 
Langside, Glasgow, 8.2. 


Prompt the Electors 


I read with special interest the re- 
marks by “Observer” regarding the 
King’s Norton by-election. I think 
he is right in suggesting that the dis- 
content of the local Labour Party 
caused part of the drop in the total 
poll. In spite of the political truce 
Labour and Conservative voters show 
disinclination to support each other’s 
candidates. 


More significant, however, is the fact. as 
“Observer” says, that, “the flame of political 
democracy sinks low in total war.” Those of 
us who took even a small part in polities 
before the war know how low the flame staod 
then. Citizens of democratic eduntries fail to 
realize their democratic responsibilities: it 
has never been suflicient at elections to send 
out an election address, hold a few meetings 
and then leave the electors to du their duty. 


My own experience has been with munici- 
pal elections more than parliamentary, but it 
*has shown the need for complete organization 
The elector must receive an election address, 
raust. be canvassed, must receive a poll card a 
day or two before the poll takes place, and 
must then be visited at least once on polling 
day to be reminded to vote. 


It might interest your readers if you could, 
in the columns of Peace News, tell us how 
far this procedure has been followed by paci- 
fist candidates. At least one of them, I be 
lieve, has declined on principle to do it on the 
ground that democracy should make up its 
mind and vote without further prompting. 


I do feel, however. that any future pacifist 
candidates for Parliament would do well to 
consider appealing among our own ranks for 
the utmost active support in order that the 


pacifist case may be reinforced by strong 
electoral organization. We might find that, 
instead of getting one vote in sixteen we 


; should get one in eight. 


NORMAN C. EDWARDS. 


2, Midmoor Road. S.W.19. 


CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 


ACCOMMODATION \ 


ACCESSIBLE Bath; wanted. last week 
July, dual bedroom, couple; minimum attend- 
ance.—Mable, 62, lowtield Road, Acton. 

ROOM to let; profits to PPU Women’s Sec- 
tion, 8, St. Albans Crescent, Bournemouth. 


wAWNTED to rent. two or three rooms or 
small hore (furnished or unfurnished) in 
quiet distcivi: within 30 miles, North or North: 
west Lewley, suitable for couple with chibd 
nto baby. Hox 754, Peaee News, 3, Biack- 


bh Re, 


N.4. 


LAND & COMMUNITY 


i C.Q., 29, linguist, wife Swiss, year-old baby, 

seeks post to comply “land work’ decision; 
/ eur driver; accommodation for family essen- 
tial; would consider agricultural community. 

—Bnx 792 Peace News, 3, Blackstock Road. 
N.4. 
| INTERESTED in communities? Send two 
| penny stamps for details to Land Union, Ack- 
worthy Down, Hartland, Devon. 

TOMATOES, Lettuce, Soft Fruits, etc., re- 
quired by pacifist fruit merchant with whole- 
sale and retail business employing pacifist 
staff. Arnold Astwood, Fruit Merchant, 
Church St., Swinton, Yorkshire. 

WILL ALL interested PPU Women’s Sec- 
tion please communicate 8, St. Albans Crescent, 
Bournemouth. 


LITERATURE &c. 


AUSOLUTE Conscience and the Refusal to 
Kill. Four pamphlets in one (18pp) for 6d., 
(post paid 7d.) from the author, D. J. J. Owen, 
6, Mount St., Manchester 2. 

QUAKERISM. Information and literature 
respecting the Faith and Practice of the 
Religious Society of Friends. free on applica- 
tion to the Friends’ Home Service Committee, 
Friends House, Euston Road, London, N.W.1. 


MEETINGS &c. 


BOURNEMOUTH.— 
“The Task Before Us’; 
Rd., June 8, 3 p.m.; fellowed by American tea 


Maurice Rowntree; 


PERSONAL 
WILL YOU fake a 


the government of your country? Send 


at F.M.H., Avenue 


more active share in 
I two 
penny stamps for details from Union, Ack- ; 


1d per word, minimum 2s. 6d.! 
Box Number cd. extra. 


N.B. Latest time for copy is now 
MONDAY 


PLEASE REMEMBER THAT POSTS 
ARE LIABLE T0 DELAY 


SITUATIONS VACANT 


MACHINE Minder pr Improver wanted; 
write stating experience and wages required, 
Hart, Printer, Saffron Walden. 

QUALIFIED sight-testing optician required 
to manage optical department of chemist- 
optician; pacifist employer.—-Box 797, Peace 
News, J, Blackstock Rd., N.4. is 

THERE wiil shortly be a vacaney for 
teacher qualified in nursery school wark in 
4 progressive pacifist school near London; ap- 
poriunity of joining community on. income- 
sharing basis.-Box 791 Peuce News, 3. 


Blackstock Road, N.4. 
* 


SITUATIONS & WORK WANTED 


COULD somenne help CO, 19; desperately 
needs relief or social work, East Kent or Suf- 
folk.—Box 790. Peace News, 3, Blackstock 
Road, N.4. 

EXEMPTED C.O., 25, Honours B.A., trained 
and experienced, study abroad, seeks master- 
ship; French, German, etc.—Box 196, Peace 
News, 3, Blackstcck, Road, N.4. 

LORRY DRIVER. pacifist, 25, requires work 
in Yorkshire; agricultural or fruit business 
preferred.—Box 795 Peace News, 8, Black- 
atock Road, N.4. 

PACIFIST Chief Clerk, 30, seeks position; 
fully experienced administration and accounts 
routine; North of Thames preferred. Box 
787, Peace News, 3 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 

PACIFIST 27, (awaiting prisun sentence), 
wants temporary work; can type, drive; adapt- 


) able—Box 794 Peace News 3, Blackstock Rd., 


4, 

PACIFIST, 30s, desires work; keen on child- 
ren, art, community; many years office ex- 
perience; country district.—Box 1789, Peace 
| News, 3, Blackstock Road, N.4. 

YOUNG C.O. 
paid relief work’ ia bombed area; some know- 
ledge firat aid, ete._HKox 793 Peace News, 8. 
Blackstock Road, N.4. 


worthy ‘Down, Hartland, Devon. Yn Sn 
YOUNG LADY (23). pacifist. wonld like 

companion, either sex, for Walking holiday, WHERE TO STAY 

July or August; Lake District, Wales, Scot- BOSCOMBE, Bournemouth. Stil! beautiful 

land; preferably person living in London or | and comparatively safe; homely but refined 

within easy reach.—-Reply Box 798, Peace} board residence. Hiliman, 105, Palmerston 


News, 8. Blackstock Rd, N.4. 


Rd. Ten minutes sea; moderate. 


conditionally exempted, seeks | 


WHERE TO STAY (Cont.) 


DERBYSHIRE HILLS: Food Reform: 
Vegetarian Guest House; alt. 600ft.; for 
happy holiday or restful rectperation; central 
heating, h. and ¢. water in bedrooms. A. and 
K. S. Ludlow, The Briars, Crich, Matlock 

IN RIBBLHSDALE, Yorkshire. Heys Fagm, 
a Guest House founded on Quaker principles. 

Wardens, Sidney and Olive Lucas, W. Brad- 
ford, nr. Clitheroe. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


ALL C.0O.s, men and women, are joining 
Fellowship of Conscientious Objectors. Par 
ticulars membership, Philip Couldry, 1 Paper 

| Buildings, Temple, If.C.4. 

CARRIER Cycles for tradesmen, 
paid, ull complete, thus ready to use, 
Harris Cycle Co., Coventry. 

LEARN to write and speak for peace and 
human brotherhood, harnedsing artistic, im- 
aginative, intuitive and individual gifts, eur- 
re vondence lessyns 5s. each. Dorothy Mat- 
thev B.A., 82. Primrose Hill Road, London, 


“PEACE NEWS 


Editorial, Publishing & Advertisemena 
Office: (Please specify department.) 


3 Blackstock Road, London, N.4. 
Telephone: Stamford Hill 2262-3 
Subscription Rates: 

Home: Quarterly, 3s 3d Yearly 123 6¢ 
Abroad: Quarterly, 2s 9d Yearly 10 6d 


earriage 
£7 133. 


Neither the Peace Pledge Union nor Peace 
News itself is necessarily committed ta views 
expressed in the articles we publish. (Still 
less does the acceptance of advertisements 
imply endorsement of any views expressed or 
implied therein or PPU connection with the 
matter advertised.) Contributions are wel- 
comed, though no payment is made. They 
should be typewritten, if possible, and one 
side only of the paper should be used. They 
may not be returned unless a stamped 
addressed envelope is enclosed, nor can we 
undertake to acknowledge all correspondence 
owing to increased cost of postage 


Latest time for 
Displayed Advertisements 


FIRST POST Monday 


| 
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